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While the IBM PC hobbyists worry if a new software or operating system standard will 
make their computer Soleto, he users of orphan or classic home computers are , 
facing a crisis of losing the less well publicized support that these makes enjoy, 
Magazines Support ing the Commodore 64 and Radio Shack Color computer disappear from 
the newsstands, leaving more and more of the job to a few newsletters, usually user 
group house organs. One more time; support your local user group and suppliers of 
your computer make or lose them! For that reason, a good part of this newsletter 
will sound the alarm, run up the flag, and generall remind people that orphan or 
classic computer use is not dead yet by a long shot New users are found dail 
among young students and those who have moved up to IBM clones, are dusting off the 
old classic computer and using it again, wondering what all the hype was ee A 
working computer that does a job, is a computer, is a computer, is a computer and 
ote all 198i: and it rhe writer stil, programs and Leste pontine on his ZX-81, 
s in 1) an a er, w 2 wo ° ms: s 
modems are turning up at hst35" (Coenddore apt an prices O be versus $199 a: 8 een! 
Other News:Ottawa-Hull Timex-Sinclair User Gp. winds up, last meeting was Feb.,1991. 
What To Do? -As a publisher of some non-profitable newsletters for amateur computer 
users. the writer has been ëlmost dumbfounded at recent developments in home comp- 
uter trends. Ina nutshell, nothing much has parpenes to the IBM PC compatible 
standard and MS DOS excep that they endure despite all the huffing and puffing of 
the boosters for 99/ 085/2, NeXT or the Apple Mac to make them obsolete. The club 
joiners owning T199/44, Radio Shack TRS-80 and Color Computers, Coleco Adam, Sinclair 
& etc.computers, the sar; list of orphaned models are seelng their clubs wane 
or perish, The big news is that it would seem that those ranks are to be Jonga by 
many of Eha others- the low cost holdouts to IBM PC standardization, Atari ST and 
-Commodore Amiga, 128 and 64, The sispping stature of the latter three are a real 
surprise as more Commodore groups switch to support of the MS DOS models in the 
Commodore line, Question: given the jealous resistance by the brand-name club and 
newsletter patronIZers to seeing any material on tan alien computer! in their ter- 
ritory, can the new orphan computer users and old, unite in the elppers of clubs or 
publications supporting, in principle if not exactly in practice, all orphan comp- 
uter makes and brands? If not, it looks like millions of computers will become 
useless landfill, although still geht wah while many lack access to a computer 
for educational and hobby use, and could afford these cast-off, used orphans, It 
is simply a matter of having no where to turn for advice and information sources on 
these older and sometimes quirky computers, once the user groups and their reference 
libraries pass from the scene, Public libraries don't hold on to books like they 
used to; so there is often no use looking there. Contact a former user group member 
and ask a specific question and you will probably get a vague answer, "So-and-So" 
did that with the computer or used to know how to do that...mhhmm...." --Is this 
the time to launch another orphan computer newsletter? Let us know by your response 
__if-the time has come for—a—non-brand-name newsletter, focussing perhaps on amateur 
programming and electronics theory common to all id tre and snn names and 
addresses of a few special suppliers and a few old tips for this make or that thrown 
in gratuitously. Vulcan's Computer Buyer's Guide is a whole newsstand magazine for 
orphans and others, Why not some newsletters too? Until then, the writer is working 
on a book of Tips and Tricks for the Timex TS1000/Sinclair ZX-81 orphan computer, A 
more general guide for any Orphan computer is being contemplated too, and one for 
disk systems in general, for a third book, Unfortunately such books are expensive 
to produce in apes te often ending up as expensive as a regular hardcover (.}50-60 
but then there is really no way around the cost, since the new user may never own a 
modem or have access to any standard disk format at first, ‘hat is really needed is 
a rebuilding of orphaned classic computer clubs and their libraries as such costs 
could be better covered by a club of even a modest number of members, How about a 
local amateur computer user, hl ti, classic club here? How about a network accross 
the continent that individual ocal clubs could affiliate with? There is no time 


to waste, Knowledge is being lost, old documentation being trashed, and opportunit- 
ies lost, What is your answer?,.. (to be continued) 


‘Address Updates: Editor W/L of Sinclair North AmericaUser Gp, ,D.Lambert,1301 Kibling- 
s.. Toronto Timex-Sinclair Club,c/o Ġeo. Chambers l4 Richome, 


P; Super hare CA, 
eri Lane Valley Stream, HY, USA 11531... 
. .. disk systems and accessories for Timex-Sinclair,RMG Ent, 1419 7th St. Oregon 
USA97045; another supplier Sharp's ,Rt.10,Box}59 Mecha icsville,VA,USA, 
.repair of orphan computers and accessories, Timex/ Sinclair, Commodore/T199, 
b Cabool MO ,USA65689 phone first(+17) *©9-457\ before shipping 
ir Clive's Castile Ottawa-(613)745-8838 (8/1/n 


Fagan 


and, IN USA L6279,also 151000, ...Russell Fl, .RD1,Box539,Center Hall,PA,USA 16828.. 
_g Her ighael 1710’ Palmer Dr, Laramie s¥,USA82070...Zunk, 1/19 Ferris Waxehachie TX 75165. . 
cP/M™-The Orphan/ Classic Answer to MS DOS as an operating system is supported by:- 


Vulcan's Computer Buyer's Guide magazine,POB 55886, Birmingham,AL,USA 39255; by FOG, 
POB 3474,Daly City,CAL, ,USA 94015 lla as 43 and lists of user groups all differ- 
ent computers; by Elliam Assoc, ,POB 2664, ,Atascadero, CAL,USA93423-cat-US$1; by PDUG 
disks) cat-US$1,POB1442,Orangepark , FL,USA32067; by numer- 
eas a incl, locally, Ottawa-Ottawa Home Computer Club at (613) 226-8952 & also Can, 
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4; This is a Forum, a at to discuss the future support of our hobby, low cost amat- 
eur computer use, t is placed before you as a non-profit venturing of ideas for 
organizing our hobby, Personally, the writer would rather discuss computer use 
only in this space, but at this time the hobby is at a crossroads and thatis news} 


iis, kawana Cath, SOV A Aa a Rau Dahl Sein et MR Dd i. |D S LB u 3 9. E, L M| 
WARNING:The accuracy or up-to-date status of the info contained in 
this amateur newsletter can't be guaranteed. Don't send any money 
to groups or companies, make any commitments, hack and hardware or 
build any projects based on anything said or reported here without 
strictly verifying and testing its worth and factual status with a 
reliable and technically qualified outside source, Electronic info 
is for the use of technicians and other professionals only, Enjoy! 
Published on an occasional basis as a hobby activity. Cost about $l. 
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